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COMMUNICATIONS
PREWAR Burma had fairly complete and modern post and tele-
graphic facilities, but it was only in the few years before the
war that telephones, radio, and wireless began to be developed
along tip-to-date lines. Since educational levels, and the level
of urban commercial activity, largely determine the demand for
such facilities, it is not surprising that communications in
Burma were much less developed than in any Western country
of comparable size.
TELEGRAPHS
Following the outbreak of war, telegraph service for the
general public was suspended in February 1942. On November
1, 1946, domestic service was restored. Foreign cable service
was available much earlier.
In 1939 there were 656 telegraph offices, connected by 8,373
miles of line, or 33,281 miles of wire. Of the 656 offices, about
half, or 331, were railway telegraph offices, the remaining 325
being operated by the Posts and Telegraphs Department, and
ordinarily housed in the same buildings as local post offices.
The entire country was covered by the telegraph network,
from Kengttmg in the Shan States north of Siam, to
Matmgdaw, the westernmost town of the country, and from
Victoria Point at the southern tip of Burma to Fort Hertz
in the extreme north. Overland routes led to India via Taungup
and Akyab and also via Mandalay and Imphal, Other routes
led to China via Bhamo and to Bangkok via Moulmein. The
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